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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Locust plague present in half the country 

 Mixed rainfall performance recorded in the 2012/13 cropping 
season (October-June) 

 Rice prices remain comparatively stable during 2012 and into 
the beginning of 2013 

Locust plague threatens crop production and food 
security 

An outbreak of locust in the south in 2012 led the Government to declare 
an emergency in November. In the following months the locust plague 
spread further north and is now estimated to have infested half of the 
country. In total, 13 out of the 22 regions in southwestern and western 
parts are or are expected to be infested by the end of the current rainy 
season in June. FAO forecasts that in the absence of a locust campaign 
1.5 million hectares of land in two thirds of the country could be infested 
by September 2013.  
 
The locusts are expected to have negatively impacted on crops and 
pasture land. While the early harvested crops in central and northern 
regions are likely to have experienced comparatively minimal damage, 
the impact on crops (rice and maize) in southern areas, for harvest from 
April onwards, is likely to have been more severe. In addition, pasture 
availability will be adversely affected, with negative implications for 
livestock health and productivity. However, detailed information on the 
impact to crops and pasture will only be available following a field 
assessment expected to commence in the next months. FAO and the 
Ministry of Agriculture have jointly prepared a three year programme, 
estimated at a cost of about USD 41 million, to combat the plague. 

Uneven distribution of rains during 2012/13 
cropping season 
Planting of the main 2012/13 rice crop, for harvest from April, was 
finalised in January, while harvesting of the early planted varieties 
commenced in December.  
 
Good rains, both temporarily and spatially, were received during the first 
two months (October-November) of the 2012/13 cropping season, 
benefiting planting activities. However, erratic rains were recorded in the 
following months, with below average precipitation observed in December 
and January, particularly in the interior parts of the country. In January 
and February the passing of cyclones Felleng and Hurana brought heavy 
rains to eastern and southern areas, flooding an estimated 14 000 
hectares of cropped fields in the southwestern districts of Morombe and 
Toliara. The heavy rains however, also relieved areas that had 
experienced moisture deficits in the preceding months, supporting late 
plantings and early crop development. Production prospects still remain 
uncertain, on account of the erratic rains and locust infestation.  

Prices remain at similar levels of 2012 

Prices of rice were comparatively stable during 2012, with variations in 
regional supplies mainly accounting for price differences and fluctuations. 
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Destocking activities by traders and new supplies from the early harvests 
combined to stabilise prices at the end of 2012 and push prices down 
during the beginning of 2013. However, heavy rains due to the passing of 
cyclone Felleng and Hurana disrupted supply routes instigating price 
increases in some of the more remote markets. Overall, national average 
prices in March 2013 are comparable to those of a year earlier. 

Rate of imports slowed towards the end of 2012 
At the beginning of 2012 large quantities of rice were imported, averaging 
approximately 32 000 tonnes a month between January and March. The 
appreciation of the Malagasy Ariary, in addition to a stable and declining 
trend in international rice prices at the start of 2012, provided favourable 
import conditions. Between April and November however, imports 
declined to only about 9 000 tonnes per month, coinciding with the start 
of the main domestic rice harvest and a depreciation of the Ariary, 
making imports less attractive. In total, about 171 000 tonnes of rice were 
imported between January and November 2012. 

Food security conditions aggravated by cyclone and 
locust plague  

Approximately 42 000 households were affected by cyclone Hurana, 
while Felleng’s impact was more limited. Food aid is being distributed in 
the affected southern districts of Toliara I and II, Morombe and Sakaraha, 
targeting just under 50 000 persons. The possibility of further flood 
damage remains until the end of the cyclone season in April 2013. Food 
security conditions are expected to worsen further as a result of the 
locust plague, which could lower production and limit food availability for 
the subsequent 2013/14 marketing year (April/March). An estimated 
13 million persons are potentially at risk.  

 


